Serum aluminum levels and peritoneal dialysis.
Serum aluminum levels, significantly higher in dialysis patients than in normal subjects, were also found to be significantly higher in patients on PD than in those on HD. This could be related to a higher AI transport rate across membrane during PD than during HD. The easier contamination of PD dialysates and their acidic pH could account for this trend to a positive AI balance in PD. On the basis of our observations, however, the significance of the serum aluminum level could be very low, since aluminemia does not seem to reflect the cumulative amount of AI ingested and might not readily help predict the risk of AI intoxication.